
Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held  September 11, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Holly Johnson, Rose Chapman, Vivian Gagner, Peter Auchampach and Lynn Struzan.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said at this time.

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer.

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared.

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to approve the consent agenda, as follows:

Consent agenda:

a.  Approval of the minutes of August 14, 2012 and August 21, 2012.

b.  Approval of the bills.

c.  Authorize Janet Bensend, Court Clerk to attend the 2012 Municipal Court
 Clerk Seminar in Wisconsin Dells on October 18-19, 2012.

d.  Authorize interested city officials to attend the League of Wisconsin       
 Municipalities annual fall conference in Wisconsin Dells on October 17-19,
 2012.

e.  Authorize the purchase of one re-conditioned  Edge voting machine from        
 Command Central at a cost of $2,250.00 plus freight.

f.  Approval of an operator’s license for Jennifer Nasseth for the period ending
 June 30, 2013.

g.  Approval of Mayor Vruwink’s appointment of Kathee Yamada to the library
 Board to fill the vacancy created by the resignation of Jane Whaley.

h.  Approval of the Police Committee recommendation to send Nathan Emmons,
K-9 Patrolman to the 2012 TraCs Users Conference in Wisconsin Dells on
October 16, 2012  

i. Approval of the Police Committee recommendation to send Nathan Emmons,
K-9 Patrolman to TASER Instructor Re-certification in Wisconsin Dells on
November 6, 2012.

j.  Approval to hire Gerri Cowley as the second substitute at the Barron
 Senior Citizen’s Center.

k.  Approval of the recommendation of the Street Committee to require
 homeowners to pay for curb and gutter on South 8th Street.

l.  Approval of the recommendation of the Street Committee to install
 curb and gutter at Donan Furniture.

m.  Approval of the recommendation of the Street Committee to deny the
  request of R.J. Silveria for a parking lot with the use of T.I.F. funds.

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins.
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Holly Johnson appeared on behalf of the Barron/Chetek Youth Hockey Association to request permission to sell beer at their facility on Saturday, September 22, 2012 between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. for the Garden Tractor Pulling  Association pull as part of Fall Fest.  Bathroom facilities will be available in their hockey facility.  Beer sales would be by ticket and wrist bands would be used to identify those of legal drinking age.  A certificate of insurance will be needed showing adequate liability insurance for the sale of fermented malt beverages.

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Allen to approve the request of the Barron/Chetek Youth Hockey Association as outlined above.   Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Vivian Gagner, Rose Chapman and Peter Auchampach appeared to request that the 3rd Street Parking lot be closed on Saturday, September 22, 2012 for a benefit and that they be allowed to put up three tents to serve food in.  GnG’s Pub, 54 South 3rd Street will have music in the bar and the consumption of alcohol will be contained to the bar.  Ghost Riders International will provide security for the event.  The purpose of the fund raiser is to secure funding for a service dog for a child with health issues.

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Rollins to allow the parking lot to be closed as outlined above and that three tents be allowed and that Dave Hanson, Street Commissioner be contacted regarding the placement of said tents.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.  

Discussion took place on the current contract with Allied Waste Services which will expire on July 1, 2013 and how we want to proceed with a new contract.  Mayor Vruwink suggested an ad hoc committee work with Gerald Liden, City Attorney and bring back a recommendation as to what we want in said contract and the term of said contract.  Tony Allen, Kevin Haller and Bob Rollins volunteered to be on said ad hoc committee.

Mayor Vruwink updated members of the city council on the status of the leftover “Obey” funds.   Several weeks ago, Wisconsin D.O.T. officials notified the city that President Obama was withdrawing these unspent earmarks.  Last month we authorized use of these funds for the West LaSalle Avenue street/utility project.  Mayor Vruwink reported we are working with Senator Kohl’s office and Representative Duffy’s office in an attempt to keep our unspent earmark for this project.

The property committee will meet this Friday at 7:00 a.m. to discuss the removal of the former Cusick law office which Mr. Cusick and his wife are gifting to the City of Barron.

Mayor Vruwink announced it was 7:50 p.m. and that he would entertain a motion to adjourn into closed session as authorized by Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1) (c) for the purpose of deciding whether or not to increase the hours of an employee over which this council has jurisdiction.

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Rollins to adjourn into closed session as outlined above.
Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins.
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

There was discussion on whether or not to increase the hours for Janet Bensend from 32 hours per week to 40 hours per week as recommended by David Vruwink, Mayor and Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-Treasurer.

Moved by Allen, seconded by Haller to return to open session at 8:10 p.m.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Fladten that effective September 17, 2012, Janet Bensend be employed forty (40) hours per week.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time.

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:40 p.m.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
