
Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held August 14, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Susan Wojtkiewicz, Ruth Anderson, Barb Swant, Josh Weirich and Tom Kaus.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink.

The Pledge of Allegiance was done at this time.

Alderperson Fladten started the meeting with a prayer.

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared.

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Haller to approve the consent agenda, as follows:

Consent agenda:

1. Approval of the minutes of July 10, 2012.

1. Approval of the bills.

1. Approval of the application by Purple Sand, LLC d/b/a County Seat Saloon & Steakhouse for a retail “Class B” Combination Liquor and Fermented Malt
Beverage License at 439 North 7th Street for the period August 14, 2012 thru June 30, 2013.

1.  Approval of the operator’s license for Lisa K. Roubal for the period August
14, 2012 thru June 30, 2013.

1. Authorize Tony Slagstad, City Clerk-Treasurer to attend the Fall Treasurer’s 
Conference in Stevens Point September 26 – 28, 2012.

1. Approval of the appointment of Rod Nordby & Ron Fladten to the 2013 Wage
Negotiation Committee.

1.  Approval of the July 10, 2012 request from the Barron Chamber Fall Fest
Committee to block off LaSalle Avenue between 3rd Street & 4th Street from
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, September 21, 2012 for a Farmers Market.

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins.
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Susan Wojtkiewicz, P.E. with SEH appeared to discuss the extension of an agreement for work on investigation at the former landfill.  The estimated fee for the SI report is hourly and subject to a not-to-exceed without prior authorization amount of $9,150.00 including expenses, equipment and subcontractor fee estimates.  A not-to-exceed without prior authorization amount of $10,000.00 has been agreed upon for the ongoing consulting services.  Services performed under this SLA will be billed monthly.

Moved by Allen, seconded by Fladten to authorize Mayor Vruwink to sign the agreement with SEH as outlined above.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Tom Kaus, 113 East River Avenue, Barron appeared to discuss a lot line dispute involving his home and the land owned by the City of Barron.  The Kaus’ own the home directly east of the outdoor swimming pool.  A plat of survey was recently done on the Kaus property.  Tom Kaus suggested that in order to resolve the property line dispute that the City of Barron quit claim deed the east fifteen (15) feet of their property. 

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Allen to quit claim deed the east fifteen feet of the City of Barron property known as the swimming pool property to Tom & Julie Kaus and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk-Treasurer to sign any necessary documents.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Discussion took place on the recent sale of our 2008 Ford Crown Victoria at the Western Wisconsin Auto Auction in Chippewa Falls.  Our vehicle was sold at below our minimum bid.  On July 10, 2012, a bid of $3,800.00 was received on the vehicle and rejected.   The car was mistakenly sold on July 24, 2012 for $3,200.00.  We received $2,890.00 after their costs.

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Nordby to request an additional $910.00 from Western Wisconsin Auto Auction to settle the dispute.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

A letter dated August 8, 2012 from Justin Olson on behalf of Rolling Oaks Restaurant for
permission to have live music on their deck on Friday and Saturday evenings was reviewed.  

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Haller to allow Rolling Oaks Restaurant to have live music on their deck until midnight as outlined in their letter dated August 8, 2012.
Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

An August 9, 2012 letter from the Library Board and from Nancy Ausman Dhatt, Library Director regarding repairs to their facility was reviewed.   Rod Nordby volunteered to assist them with obtaining bid specs so that bids can be sought for the needed repairs.  In 2013, the Barron Public Library will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the completion of the Carnegie Library.

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Allen to authorize bid specs and bids for the library repairs for consideration at a later date by the city council.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Moved by Haller, seconded by Rollins to notify the Wisconsin Department of Transportation that we would like to use the leftover “Obey” funds on a street/utility project located on West LaSalle Avenue between Highway 25 South and South St. Marie Street.   Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Discussion took place on the request of Canadian National Railroad for the Common Council of the City of Barron to voluntarily close two railroad crossings located in the     
City of Barron.   The purpose of the request is to improve safety.  The committee met yesterday with representatives of the railroad and agreed subject to Common Council approval to close the railroad crossing located on North Second Street.  Another meeting with CN, the Barron Area School District and city officials will take place next Monday.   

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time.

Mike Dietrich reviewed and updated members of the council on the planned improvements to the ballfield in Anderson Park.  A meeting was held with a fellow who does cement work who will be presenting some options for the city to consider.  It is anticipated that the project will be completed later this year.

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.




                                                                               ___________________________  
                                                                               Tony Slagstad, City Clerk
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