
Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held July 10, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich and Bob Rollins. Absent:  Tony Allen.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Tracey Mofle, Aaron Weber, Dave Wiehe, Susan Marcott, Ron Bruder, Mary Anne Conklin and Eugene Rick,

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink.

The Pledge of Allegiance was done at this time.

Alderperson Fladten started the meeting with a prayer.

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared.

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Rollins to approve the consent agenda, as follows:

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Haller to removed item (f) from the consent agenda.
Motion carried 3 ayes 2 nayes (Nordby and Rollins voting naye.)

Consent agenda:

1. Approval of the minutes of June 12, 2012 and June 26, 2012.

1. Approval of the bills.

1. Approval of the Well Water Agreement between the City of Barron and the
Barron Golf Club, Inc.

1. Accept the resignation of Shirley Frovold, City Health Officer as she will be
moving out of the City of Barron.

1. Approval to waive the fee for the park shelters in Anderson Park for the
Veteran’s picnic on September 9, 2012.

1. Approval of the airport hangar leases for:  Russell Kittinger; Ryan Peters and
Matt Hutzler.

1.  Approval of the operator’s license for Molly A. Brion for the period July 10, 2012 thru June 30, 2013.

Voting in favor of the consent agenda less item (f).  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich and Rollins.  Opposed:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.
   
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve of the airport hangar leases for:  Russell Kittinger, Ryan Peters and Matt Hutzler.   Motion carried 3 ayes 2 nayes.  (Haller and Fladten voting naye).
Appearance by Tracey Mofle to update the members of the city council of their paying it forward project; discuss a community-wide composting program and new community garden sites.  Ms. Mofle is interested in starting a Barron Community Garden Association and a composting program.  Currently, they have a youth gardens group at the Riverview School site with raised beds.  They would be interested in partnering with churches or using city land for these programs.  The Property Committee will meet with Tracey Mofle on Friday, July 20th at 7:00 a.m. to further discuss these programs to determine how the city might be able to be involved.
 
Appearance by Aaron Weber and Dave Wiehe to explain the joint web site design and development for the City of Barron, Barron Development Corporation and Barron Chamber of Commerce.  Susan Marcott and Ron Bruder of Applied Data Consultants presented a power point on what their company could do for this project. The contract with Applied Data Consultants, Inc. is in the amount of $5,899.00 plus hosting/maintenance @ $495.00. per year.   It was felt that the initial cost would be borne by the City of Barron and later allocated to the Chamber of Commerce and Barron Development Corporation based upon how much time is spent on developing the site for each entity.  It was also felt that the annual advertising revenue would be sufficient to pay for the annual hosting/maintenance fees.  Initial thoughts would be that the city share of the costs would be 60% - 65%.  Each entity would have a person responsible for updating their information on a timely basis or they could designate one person to be responsible for maintaining said site.   

Moved by Fladten, seconded by Nordby to approve the $5,899.00 contract with Applied Data Consultants as recommended by the committee.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.  

Appearance by Eugene Rick, Municipal Judge to discuss purchasing Quick Clerk software at a cost of $3,000.00 with annual support of $1,000.00.  The support fees would not start until the next calendar year.  Judge Rick reported that he and Janet Bensend, Court Clerk recently visited with the Rice Lake Municipal Judge and Court Clerk to discuss this software.  They have had this software for several years and indicated that it was user friendly and reduced the amount of time spent on court reporting.  In addition, we will no longer need to purchase docket books which are very expensive.

Moved by Haller, seconded by Fladten to approve the purchase of the Quick Clerk software as recommended by Eugene Rick, Municipal Judge as outlined above.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.

Earlier this evening the Police Committee met and is recommending hiring Barbara Weber as the full-time crossing guard to fill the vacancy created by the retirement of Cathy Solie.  In addition, they are recommending that Maureen Tollman fill the substitute crossing guard position held by Barbara Weber.

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to approve hiring Barbara Weber and Maureen Tollman as recommended by the Police Committee.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.

The Waste Treatment Commission met yesterday and are recommending approval of Ordinance No. 2012 - # 4 establishing new sewer rates.   The typical user of 4,000 gallons of water per month would see their sewer rates go from $26.22 to $27.49 or a 4.84% increase.  The last sewer rate increase in 2011 increased rates by $3.00 per month over the 2008 sewer rate hike.  Considerable discussion followed on the proposed industrial rate hike even though we don’t have any industrial customer.  The Jennie-O Turkey Store uses their own wastewater treatment plant which is separate from the Barron/Cameron plant.  Their domestic flows would be impacted by any new rates.
      
Moved by Rollins, seconded by Fladten to approve Ordinance No. 2012 - # 4 as recommended by the Waste Treatment Commission.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.

Mary Anne Conklin, new pastor at United Methodist Church introduced herself to the members of the Barron City Council.

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time.

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:22 p.m.


                                                                   _____________________________  
                                                                    Tony Slagstad, City Clerk
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