Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held March 13, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins. Absent:  Mike Dietrich.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Byron Miller and Bob Zientara.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink.

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer.

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared.

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Rollins to approve the consent agenda, as follows:

Consent agenda:

a. Approval of the minutes of February 14, 2012.

b. Approval of the bills.

c. Approval of the application of Christopher Koster and Dawn Wilsey for an operator license for the period ending June 30, 2012.

d. Approval of a $300.00 donation to the Post Prom 2012 party.

e. Approval of Mayor Vruwink’s appointments of the following election board
inspectors to replace Joyce Myers &  Mildred Sevals who recently resigned: 
 Betty Robinson and Mafra Young.

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Allen and Rollins.
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.

Discussion took place on the recommendation from the Police Committee regarding the purchase of a 2012 Chevrolet Tahoe at a cost of $27,059.00 from Swant Graber Motors which reflects a $3,500.00 trade-in of our 2008 Ford Crown Victoria squad car.   In addition, the lights and additional equipment would be approximately $6,000.00.  Discussion took place on the fact that we could advertise our 2008 Ford Crown Victoria and hopefully receive more than $3,500.00.  It was felt that the seat could be replaced at a nominal cost and Duane’s Body Shop could do other repairs as needed.  These repairs should make the car more valuable.

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Allen to approve the bid from Swant Graber Motors for the 2012 Chevrolet Tahoe and that Byron Miller, Chief of Police should advertise the sale of the 2008 Ford Crown Victoria.  Motion carried 4 ayes 1 naye.   (Rollins voting naye.)

Discussion followed on whether or not the city should consider purchasing fuel from the Barron County Highway Department.  It was agreed to continue purchasing fuel from the local businesses as they pay property taxes.

Discussion took place on the current procedures of the building inspector.  It was decided that Rod Nordby and Tony Allen will meet with Jim Heldstab as the job expectation has changed since he was hired ten years ago.

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Allen to adjourn into closed session at 8:00 p.m. as authorized by Wis. Stats. 19.85 (1) (c) considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibilities.  Establish the 2012 compensation of the Chief of Police and the Assistant Chief.

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Allen and Rollins.
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.

Moved by Haller, seconded by Fladten to return to open session at 8:27 p.m.  Motion carried 5 ayes 0 nayes.

Moved by Haller, seconded by Allen to grant Byron Miller, Chief of Police and Mike Freeman, Assistant Chief of Police a wage increase of two (2%) percent, effective January 1, 2012.  Motion carried 4 ayes 1 naye.  (Rollins voting naye.)

Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time.

Duly moved to adjourn at 8:55 p.m.
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