Minutes of a regular session of the Common Council of the City of Barron held November 13, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Council members present:  David Vruwink, Rod Nordby, Kevin Haller, Ron Fladten, Mike Dietrich, Tony Allen and Bob Rollins.  Absent:  none.  Others present:  Gerald Liden, Peggy Rogers, Byron Miller, Mike McCracken, Lynn Struzan, Dan Jirik, Chris Fitzgerald, Dave Moin and Bob Zientara.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor David Vruwink.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said at this time.

Alderperson Ron Fladten started the meeting with a prayer.

Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared.

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Allen to approve the consent agenda, as follows:

Consent agenda:

1.  Approval of the minutes of October 9, 2012.

1.  Approval of the bills.

1. Approval of a temporary operator’s license to Michael A. Stover.

1. Approval of the Police Committee recommendation to approve an operator’s license to Robert W. Monnier for the period November 14, 2012 to June 30, 2013.

1. Approval of the Police Committee recommendation to set a new Municipal Court fee schedule, effective December 1, 2012 as proposed by Municipal Judge Eugene Rick.

1. Approval to hire Russ Neuman as needed for snow removal at $15.00 per hour.

Voting in favor:  Nordby, Haller, Fladten, Dietrich, Allen and Rollins.
Voting against:  none.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Tony Allen reported on what the garbage committee has tentatively agreed on regarding the specs for the renewal of the current garbage contract which is expiring on June 30, 2013.  The committee and Gerald Liden, City Attorney will bring in a final recommendation as soon as possible but not later than December 31, 2012.

Mayor Vruwink announced that it was 7:30 p.m. which is the time that is advertised for the public hearing on the 2013 City of Barron budget. 
Interested persons were invited to comment on the proposed budget at this time.   No one from the public appeared to discuss the budget.

Moved by Rollins, seconded by Allen to approve the offer received November 3, 2012 from the children of the late Verl Maas regarding their lot on South 6th Street which they would like to give to the City of Barron.   Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

Moved by Allen, seconded by Dietrich to approve the recommendation of the Police Committee and assign Nathan Emmons to the Investigator position in the police department, effective January 6, 2013.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes

Chris Fitzgerald, Barron County Sheriff and Dave Moin, Patrol Officer for the Barron County Sheriff’s Department appeared to request that a public hearing be held on whether or not the railroad crossing on North Third Street should be closed to the public. It was agreed to conduct said hearing on Tuesday, December 4, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the Barron City Hall.

Peggy Rogers kept minutes until Tony Slagstad arrived at 8:10 p.m., he then took the minutes for the balance of the meeting.

The proposed 2013 City of Barron budget was reviewed.  The public notice of the budget hearing included the following for our tax levy:  General Fund $674,029.00; Special Revenue Funds (library) $199,409.00 and Debt Service Funds $287,138.00 for a total tax levy of $1,160,576.00 compared to last year’s total of $1,162,026.00.  Discussion followed on various potential changes to the budget.  The library board has recommended approval of their budget as follows:  Total expenditures of $359,589.00; use of Act 150/420 funds $153,800.00 and a tax levy of $205,789.00.  If the budget is approved, as proposed, with the additional levy of $6,380.00 for the library it would result in a total levy of $1,166,956.00 or $4,930.00 more than last year’s levy.  

Moved by Dietrich, seconded by Haller to approve the 2013 City of Barron budget as amended to include the recommendation of the Library Board as outlined above. Motion carried 5 ayes 1 naye.
Fladten voting naye.

It was agreed to defer action on the proposals for the window replacement in the Carnegie portion of our public library until a later date.

Moved by Allen, seconded by Rollins to approve the purchase of a 1995 International Rescue truck from the City of Waupaca at a cost of $35,000.00, subject to approval by the Townships of Barron and Maple Grove with each municipality paying 1/3 of the total cost.  Motion carried 6 ayes 0 nayes.

No action was taken this evening on the introduction of a Resolution to commence the process of vacating that portion of Grove Avenue between First Street and Third Street.  It was felt that if we closed the Third Street railroad crossing we could not vacate this street.  Committee reports of meetings held since last month were given at this time.

Duly moved to adjourn at 9:40 p.m.




                                                                              _________________________  
                                                                               Tony Slagstad, City Clerk
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