Barron Chamber of Commerce

Meeting Minutes

March 21, 2013
At City Hall

In attendance: 
Dave Wiehe

Duane Talbert
Jan Jorgenson



Pat Thornby

Jennifer Cox

Dave Seitz



Deb Deitrich 

Kristen Bernal

Absent: Sandy Eiden, Maria Seibel & Larry Greener
Meeting led by:  Duane Talbert 

Approval of February Board Meeting - The minutes from the February meeting were presented and reviewed.  Motion made by Dave W. and seconded by Dave S. to approve the minutes.  Motion carried.  
Financial Statement – Jan Jorgenson presented the financial statement.  Motion was made by Deb D. and seconded by Pat Thornby to approve the financial statement as presented.  
Committee Reports:

1. Annual meeting:  no activity.
2. Spring Fling: Kristen reported six booth contracts have been received as of the meeting. Everything seems to be on schedule. They will be working on the poster and vendor ad with Jennifer Cox. Members of the committee will be featured on the radio May 6th at 8:30am to discuss the event. Deb Johnston is gathering supplies for Kid’s Korner regarding a Mother’s Day card. 

3. Business & Industry: no activity. 


4. Festival Events:  Bike Ride save the date postcards will be mailed in March. Fall Fest is Sept 7 & 8th. St Joe’s church has contacted Jan regarding an A dinner and music they are planning in Anderson Park on the Saturday of Fall Fest. We will be looking at having vendors in the park to attract more people.

5. Retail Promotions:  There has been interest in a bill board along Hwy 53 for Chamber events and business information, the annual cost is $5300.00. There will be more discussion at the next meeting.

6. Young Ambassador/Membership:  The Young Ambassadors will be calling businesses regarding the purchase of sponsor banners.  Young Ambassador packets will be sent to school counselors in the month of April.

7. Administrative: The new city/chamber/economic development website will go live on April 1st.  Dave presented the new website to board members during the meeting. The website committee is still in need of an individual to solicit businesses for the Featured Business section.
 
8. Budget/Finance:  no activity but monthly financial statement.
 

Other Business- Barron County Economic program manager, Dave Armstrong spoke at the meeting. Barron County is trying to move in the direction of business rather than tourism. They will assist startup businesses and move to grow existing businesses in the county. Four area cities; Barron, Rice Lake, Cumberland and Chetek each will have a pilot program to attract businesses with a budget of $4500.00 each. Dave asked why do people come to Barron? Dave advised the board to find a way to Brand Barron. Branding can help attract customers and businesses. 
Being no further business the meeting was adjourned.
Jan Jorgenson

Secretary/Treasurer
