Barron Chamber of Commerce
Meeting Minutes
August 18, 2016
At City Hall

In Attendance:	 	Jan Jorgenson		Pat Thornby	 	Kristen Bernal		
			Dave Seitz		Dave Wiehe		Lauren Maas	
			Sophia Kieler	             Angie Buckley		Ann Matheny
Lexi Brunkow		Lauren Maas
			
Absent: Tony Brown, Maria Seibel, Kayla Toufar, Jennifer Cox, Alex Zammarripa
Meeting Led by: Kristen Bernal

Approval of the July board meeting minutes- Motion made by Dave Seitz to approve the minutes, seconded by Pat Thornby.  Motion carried.
Financial Statement-Jan Jorgenson presented the financials for approval.  Motion made by Pat Thornby to approve the minutes, seconded by Dave Seitz.  
Committee Reports:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Merchant Committee: The next meeting is scheduled for Sept. 4. Three things that can improve the looks of downtown – remove grass from sidewalks, paint trash cans and fix or remove damaged store front awnings.  We are also looking at repainting the mural, replacing banners, adding benches and for sale signs in empty store fronts. A street sale with the streets closed is an idea to draw business downtown.  Aug. 25th meeting with Connect Communities will be a power point presentation and then later others are invited to join the discussion. Sept 29th is a round table meeting with other connect communities in Rice Lake.
2. Annual Meeting: Did not meet
3. Business & Industry: Aug. 10th, 2016. Breakfast-21 attended, dinner-41 attended. Young Ambassadors helped check people in. Chris Kroeze played on the deck during the dinner with the Mayor and new city administrator speaking. Barron Plumbing & Heating were spotlighted and presented with their award. Next year the golf outing will remain but be joined with the other events. The retail committee played games prior to the golf outing with cups and drink tickets given away.
4. Festival Events:  Fall Fest is Sept. 9-11. Volunteers are still needed for Sat. the 10th to help with the kid’s games/inflatables. Vendors and parade entries are coming in slowly. The 2nd Tractor Ride/Raffle is Aug. 27th.  The ride starts in Dallas going 28 miles through Prairie Farm and Ridgeland. Currently 17 tractors are registered.  
5. Retail Promotions: The committee is currently working on a Xmas and Thanksgiving- Turkey event. The holiday shopping at the BACC will be open to only chamber members this year. Another wine tasting event is being looked at for Feb. and additional activities for Business and Industry in the summer 2017. 
6.  Young Ambassadors/Membership: Young Ambassadors have helped with some of the Xmas display painting and the Rutabaga parade is in the next couple weeks. They are also planning a bake sale. 
7. Administrative: Did not meet.
8. Budget/Finance:  Did not meet.
9. Other Business: Discussion took place regarding costs for the Xmas light displays. The chamber is looking at funding the event but would like costs to be presented before a vote takes place. Jan will put together a list of supplies needed. 

Meeting adjourned.
Jan Jorgenson
